
CONNECTICUT READING ASSOCIATION
CONNECTICUT ASSOCIATION FOR READING RESEARCH
Summary of the Connecticut State Board of Education (CSBE) Meeting
May 2, 2018
Attending: Allan Taylor (Chair), Estela Lopez (Vice Chair), Erin Benham, William Davenport, Donald Harris, Terry Jones, Maria Mojica, Saomai Nguyen (student member), Diana Roberge-Wentzell (Commissioner), Jaweria Shah, (student member) Malia Sieve, Robert Trefry (Ex-Officio), Joseph Vrabely
Absent: Eric Clemons  Stephen Wright, 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Robert Klancho, an engineering consultant, addressed the Board regarding the needs of the State Technical and Agricultural Schools. He noted that staff vacancies, limited engagement with local industry, and the inadequate standards for student selection are impediments to deeper cooperation with outside business entities. 

Teresa DeBrito, director of Curriculum and Assessment, Region 12; William Rice, ACES Assisstant Director for Schools; Kim Moore, Wallingford Director of Curriculum; and Meghan Torres, Executive Director of the CT World Affairs Council, spoke in support of the Global Engagement Certificate now available to CT students.

Courtney Klimak, Joshua Cocuzza, Dean Jones, Leigh DesJardins, Amy DesJardinis, Joann Tortilla spoke in support of the Arts and Music curriculum in Region 14.  In response to last month’s critique of the Art Department, students presented their work and staff reported on the multiple local, national, and world wide honors received by the district staff and students. 
Ian Bauer, parent, addressed the Board in support of the Region 14 special education program. 
Dawn Cipriano, parent of an elementary student in Region 14, reported to the Board on the failure of the district to take mandated, corrective action in response to her requests.

Robert Cotto, Shirley Aponte, Luis Perez, Lesley Martinez, and Kamara Brown, parents of students at Batchelder School in Hartford, asked the Board to review the actions of the Hartford Board of Education in closing Batchelder and assigning students to other schools without appropriate notice. The parents contend the actions were in violation of State Board policy. 
Michelle O’Neil, Educational Issues Specialist for Ct Education Association (CEA), reported to the Board on CEA’s partnership with the Office of the Secretary of State, to engage students in civic responsibility and registering to vote through the Red, White and Blue initiative. In addition, she informed the Board of the CEA’s ability to provide expertise with respect to Teacher Retention and teacher development   
Tom Stringfellow, citizen advocate, provided the Board with updates on current publications and media reports related to white privilege school culture and tolerance. 

ITEMS REQUIRING ACTION
Adoption of the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources(AFNR) Career Cluster. The Board was presented with the revised content frameworks for AFNR. In 2015, the the National Council for Agricultural updated its content standards. The standards outline what students should know and be able to do after completing a program of study in each of the AFNR career pathways. The Frameworks were adopted. 
Renewal of State Charter—Brass City Charter School (BCCS), Waterbury.  Desi Nesmith, Chief Turnaround Officer, presented the Board with the strengths and areas of concern for BCCS. The school performance index scores for English Language Arts (ELA), Mathematics, and the ELA and Mathematics scores for high needs students, exceeded state and district averages. School climate and culture data show suspension and chronic absenteeism rates that are significantly lower than state averages.  There was some concern that despite the averages, there has been a drop in the achievement rates from 2015/16 to the 2016/2017 school year, and some accounting policies and procedures were missing. The renewal was approved. 

Renewal of State Charter—Explorations Charter School (ECS), Winchester. ECS serves a a specific need in the community  by seeking to re-engage behaviorally and academically challenged students. The SDE recommended a one year probation based on the lack of accountability related to student achievement and the high rates of suspension and chronic absenteeism. Despite the areas of concern, school officials pointed to the inefficiencies and burdens of a one year renewal.  The Board approved the one year renewal with requirements for corrective planning.
Renewal of State Charter—New Beginnings Family Academy(NBFA), Bridgeport. The SDE reported that student achievement on the Smarter Balanced Assessment in ELA and Mathematics has declined over the past two years and student rates of proficiency have fallen below the host district. The renewal recommendation requires increased explicit instruction in ELA and Mathematics foundational skills. The NBFA will work with the Turnaround Office to implement a comprehensive assessment plan including pre, post and diagnostic assessment, the development of data driven systems, the incorporation of research based instruction and adjustment of the school schedule to provide for additional targeted intervention for the neediest students. The plan was accepted with conditions. 

Renewal of State Charter—Stamford Academy (SA), Stamford. Among an extensive list of concerns, the SDE reported serious concerns with respect to the charter’s ability to meet its goals. Performance on the State’s Accountability Index was extremely low at 29.2%. The Graduation Rate is 28.3% and average daily attendance is 57.6. A renewal of one year with conditions addressing the serious weaknesses was approved. 

Connecticut Certificate of Global Engagement Guidelines. The Board was presented with the proposal to create a program to assist Ct districts to recognize high school graduates who have successfully completed a global education curriculum that includes co-curricular activities to foster the development of global competencies and citizenship. The students will need to demonstrate that they have mastered critical global competencies. The certification and guidelines were approved. 
REPORT OF THE CHAIR
No report.
REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER 
Commissioner R. Wentzell reported on her legislative, internal, and external CSDE activities.
CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of Commissioner’s Network Extension for O’Brien Stem Academy, East Hartford.  Approval of Commissioner’s Network Extension for East Hartford Middle School, East Hartford. Request for Finance Advisory Committee Action. The agenda was approved
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
The commissioner announced the launch of the Red, White, and Blue initiative in partnership with Office of the Secretary of State.
Update on the Implementation of Goal 4, State Board of Education Comprehensive Plan. Melissa Hickey reported on the SDE’s progress on Goal 4, Supporting Schools and Districts in Staying on Target with Learning Goals. To meet this goal, the CSDE will assist Schools from Category 4 (Turnaround), and Category 5 (Focus), with developing school improvement plans and will monitor implementation to help the identified schools to exit the categories or make substantial annual improvement. At this point in time many of the 2016/2017 Goal milestones have been achieved, including,,
· Training for and implementation of CSDE cross divisional support of Opportunity districts and school leadership

· Development of the CSDE Personnel Directory

· Development of Evidence Based Guidance to be published in spring 2018.

· School level webinars

· Online Professional Learning Calendar

Next steps:
· Evaluate and review cross divisional teams

· Invite feedback from Opportunity District superintendents 

· Repeat mathematics professional learning 

· Schedule and conduct professional learning for CSDE Senior Leadership

· Prepare presentations of evidence based guides to CSSDE. Senior Leadership 

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Marie Mulready


